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It  is  certainly  a  very  high  honor  for  me  to  be  on  this  very 
historic  site  v;ith  you  today.     Although  this  is  not  the  original 
structure  v/here  the  Lincolns  worshipped  for  four  years  during  the  Civil 
V7ar ,   it  is  the  sajae  church,  for  to  my  way  of  thinking  a  church  is  really 
the  living  congregation  and  not  a  mere  buildiDg.     So  you  are  the  same 
church.     Ev^'on  though  your  building  is  not  old,  Lincoln's  huge  footprints 
remain  in  your  hearts  and  in  your  traditions,  and  the  mystic  tie  that 
binds  you  with  President  Lincoln  is  the  precious  pev;  and  setee. ,  v/here 
he  sat,  as  well  as  the  historic  fact  that  he  did  attend  your  church  so 
devotedly.     As  I  said,   it  is  a  very  great  pleasure  to  stand  in  this 
pulpit,  where  such  great  men  have  addressed  you  before  and  ■■       reason  I 
knov;  that  Dr.  Docherty  is  not  only  a  fine  minister  but  a  vg       great  man,- 
I  kno\'7  of  no  other  church  that  would  v/ait  until  after  the  Sfcj  ion  and 
take  the  collection  up;   if  he  wasn't  good,  you  couldn't  get  away  with 
that-  so  Dr.  Docherty  it  is  a  privilege  to  stand  in  your  pulpJtc 

As  I  v/as  thinking  about  this  address,  there  is  a  small  piece  of 

scripture  that  carae  to  my  m.ind  that  seems  to  me  very  prophetic  concernin<| 

i 

Abrah.am  Lincoln  c  It  comes  from  Genesis  17,  verses  5  &.  6 ,  and  they  are  j 
very  brief.     "Neither  shall  thy  name  any  more,  be  called  Abram,  but  thy 
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i:  am  I- i  n c:;  o  1  .ti . 


But  after  b.e  was  electee:  presiaeiiT:  cun.i,  j-^c- v,  he  left 


Springfield,  he  let  it  be  known  to  the  press 


his  real  na-me  Vv'as 


